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From fuII serwce slopes to
luxury’ ladges Utah’s winter
wonderlqnd s, fit for the




travel

y family first started
skimg in Deer Valley
close to 20 vears ago. I'll
never forget how my
father—who had
enrolled us, the four
sisters, in ski schoal on
the East Coast as
toddlers, then took us on
ski vacations every vear in Europe—described the Utah resart.

“It's s0 indulgent,” he said. “They have Kleenex boxes in the
lift lines, and linle ski fairies swoop out of the trees to help you up
if you fall down,” The last bit was a mild exaggeration, but Deer
Vallewv was the first resort in the world to build Hssue boxes into
the lift lines, to limit daily 1ift tckets so the slopes wouldn't get
too crowded and to post ski valets in the parking lats and hosts
arctnd the mountain. It probably also has the highest percentage
of groomued tralls of any resort, but my family continued to retum
because no other mountsin manages to balance serious skiing,
creature comforts and family-friendliness so well. Taos, Alta and
Ziirs may have tougher skiing, and Aspen and Courchevel better
shopping and dining, but children can seem tolerated, not truly
embraced. Other spots do a good job of catering to families, but in
doing so, they often force a diet of hot dogs and plzza on children
and adults alike. Deer Valley understands parents can love skiing
with their kids and also relish good food and wine at lunch.

The resort of Deer Valloy was founded to bring fiest-class-hotel-
quality service to the entire ski experience, but it was all crafted as
somewhat of a high-end secret, In the '90s. a number of wealthy
denizens bought houses on the mountain and invited friends who
then became repeat visitars. Vice President Al Gore and his family
could stand in the lift lines without being bothered—no photo-
graphers and no fuss. Not until the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt
Lake City did the resort attract the attention of a wider circle. In
2005, it was voted the best ski resort in North Ameriea by reacors
of SKTmagazine: it was recently declared No. 1 again for 2007-2008.

One of its distinct advantages has always been how easy
the resart is to reach: There are many flights into Salt Lake
City, and then it's a 50-minute highway drive, depending on the

road conditions. Even in snowstorms.
the airport and the highway almost
always remain open.

A new crap of haxury hotels,
including one from Mentege and another
from St Regls, as well as expensive
residence clubs, including Talisker, are in
the works to raise the hospitality bar. The
51 Regis Resort & Residonces was slatod l
to open for this winter season but will Duer Valisy:oats art

average of 300 inches

most likely launch next year instead.
of snowfall a year

For this ski seasan, which . .
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begins on December 8 and CErikeen Lodae

nuns through April 13, 2008,
there ane major on-mountain
improvements, including the
new high-speed quad
chairlift, Lady Morgan
Express, which will add
maore than 200 ski-able acres,
Ever since Norwegian
Olympie: gold medalist Stein
Eriksen opened his opony-
mous lodge in 1982, it has
been the top address on the
mountain fur those seeking a
idassic alpine-resort
experience. There's always a
fire blazing in the lobby amid
soaring rock walls, a copper

chandelier and a lange elk

NO OTHER MOUNTAIN
BALANCES SERIOUS SKIING,
CREATURE COMFORTS AND

FAMILY-FRIENDLINESS SO WELL
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THE BEST OF DEER VALLEY
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head that hangs over the
mantel, Valets ready ski
equipment for guests in the
latest ski fashions, then steer
them to the hot choeolate
and cider service when thoy
come off the slopes, From
S50, 435-648-3700;
steinlodge.com.

Just down the slope from
Stein sils Goldener Hirsch Inn, & 20-room, European-style chalet. Its
namesake hotel in Saleburg, Austria, is famous not only for
hosting the stars of the Salzburg Music Festival but also for its
anurmet restaurant. This outpost has equally delicious food and a
charming Tvrolean aesthetic that verges on Heldi-esque, but it
warks for the setting. An antler chandelier hangs in the lobby, as do
old-fashioned snowshoes, [tis run like many family-owmed places
in the Alps with a young European staff of a formal but friendly
demeanor. Fram $279, 435-649-77 70, goldenerhirschinncom,

With its family draw, the majority of Deer Valley's visitors rent
condes or houses. In fact, Deer Valley Central Reservertions [ 800
558-DEEA] allows booking private houses or condos through a
central phone number or its website, and ResortQuest [resorfquest
com) and Mountain Reservations (nitnres.com | offer condos and
houses in Deer Vallev with housekesping service,

Mo matter where yvou stay. the lunch scene at Deer Valley
resembles those at European resarts more so than American ski
manmtain counterparts, There are some large lodges with cafe-
terias, bul these are many gourmet restaurants that redquine reser-
vations for three courses and impressive wine lists, For dinner, it’s
best to head into Park City, and it's essential to reserve far in
advance during peak season. The hottest tables to book this year:
Musteng, Wahso, Riverhorse and
Chimeyo—all of which are located an
Park Citv's Main Street.

Mixing culture with skiing, a pop-
ular time to visit Deer Valley is during
Sundance Film Festival [fon. 17-27;
sundance.org). Tickets for screenings
don't come gasy, buta certain number
are resarvied for Iocals, Many residents
seiine Hekels to share, and savvy
poncierges can ofton wrangle passes.

Last year, Dad tested out Deer Valley

again, this time with nine grand-
children in tow.
The verdict: Talisker
The vounger
generation
lowes it just as
much as the

first two, »

¥ FiaME AN




